College 101 : The Book Your College Does Not Want

CHAPTER &

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT THE EDUCATION
PROCESS

THE EDULATION PROCESS
CLAS5ES

College classes work a little differently from high

school classes. For science, business, and humanities
classes, you need to go to a large hall or auditorium
approximately two or three times a week to hear the
professor give a lecture. In addition, once a week,
you have a session with a teaching assistant (TA),
usually a graduate student, to go over the
homework assignment. This is your opportunity to
ask questions about those parts of the assignment
that are unclear to you.

Literature classes, on the other hand, tend to be

more informal and discussion-based. You usually

meet the professor in a room with 20 to 40 other
students to discuss the week's readings. A significant portion of your grade will depend on
how well you participate in these discussions. Be on your toes! Professors love to throw curve-
ball questions that are almost impossible to answer. Remember to take copious notes during
these sessions. Any passage the professor discusses could appear on exams or be chosen as the
topic of a paper.

One thing you will realize quickly about all classes in college: Professors DO NOT spoon-feed
you material the way your high school teachers did, and you'll discover that self-reliance is
your best teacher. Don't depend on the professor to make the material clear to you. It is your
responsibility to find a way to learn and to overcome any difficulties!

NOTETAKING

Unless you're a genius with a photographic memory, you'll need to take notes. Tape
recorders do not work all the time, particularly in a large lecture hall, where there
might be too much echo or the professor is too far away for your recorder to pick up
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the audio. But the never-fail method is notes by penmanship.

Of course, I did know students who never took notes. Some of them had 4.0s-obviously the
result of Mensa-level IQs and near-photographic memories. Unless you fall into that category,
spend some money on pen and paper.

In four years of college I've tried every notebook type there is. I finally put together a system
that worked for me: Start out with one spiral-bound five-subject notebook for each of your
classes. Make sure it has perforated pages and is three-hole punched. Never buy a single-
subject notebook. Why? It never holds enough paper for a whole semester, especially if you
write in large letters as I do.

Then buy a loose-leaf notebook for each of your classes. Write your day-to-day notes in the
spiral-bound book and, at the end of the day, tear the pages out and place them in the
appropriate loose-leaf binders for your classes. Collect all exams, assignments, and handouts
in the same binder. Investing in a three-hole punch is definitely worthwhile, because much of
the material you receive is not punched. This way, everything is well organized, easy to find,
and you won't lose a thing.

Warning! Do NOT lend your notes to ANYBODY! They are often more valuable than your
textbooks. Without your notes, you could lose an entire semester's work. Write your name,
phone number, student ID number, and campus address inside each notebook. Also, when
you take an airplane never place your notebooks in your checked luggage if. They belong in
your carry-on bag!

THE EXAM

BASED UPDN THE LOW
CLASS AVERAGE ON
THIS EXAM.

| BELIEVE THAT
SOME OF YOU FAILED
10 STUDY.

MAYBE SOMEBODY

"FAILE D10
TEACH THE
MATERIAL.

After all the lectures, notes, and quizzes comes the inevitable exam. Every exam has its
pratfalls. To ensure that there are no surprises, read about the six types below and be

(c) 2005 The Bacé&sAlley P
Book Exceopmpt Eollege 101: Thduer Blomkege D oeasnNoxt oWRad
wwwecoveringcollegecsamdent



College 101 : The Book Your College Does Not Want

0 Written exam for a literature class. This exam consists of essay questions that must
be answered in little blue notebooks. Most of the topics come straight from class discussions,
homework, or the literary works themselves. Always cite generously from the sources to back
up your statements.

o Calculative exams (math, science, certain business classes). Make sure you show all your
work on these exams. Most professors will give you at least partial credit for setting up the
proper equation or using the correct formula, even if your answer is not correct.

0 Multiple choice exams. These are the worst exams of all. The professor usually has seen
every possible wrong answer on exams taken by students who have gone before you. The
professor often collects these wrong answers as material for his multiple-choice exams. These
exams are nasty because you usually get no points for partial answers, and you're often given
a penalty for guessing incorrectly.

0 Oral exams. I've only had one of these. The professor questioned each student in his office
for about 20 minutes to find out what he or she knew. For me the experience was nerve
wracking! I felt as though the professor was scrutinizing every word I spoke. Fortunately, the
professor was aware of how nervous I was and gave a fair exam with few trick questions.

0 Group exam. I don't know of anybody else who has ever taken one of these. The premise
behind group exams is that if many students do poorly in the class, they should be allowed to
take the exam in groups of two. My partner and I failed, partly because we spent more time
trying to communicate with each other than dividing and conquering the problems. The
exam became a test of our cooperation and division of labor instead of our knowledge of the
course material.

0 Open-book exam. Believe it or not, this is one of the harder types of exam. Because you have
the book in front of you, you can't get partial credit for copying formulas, dates, or constants.
Don't be fooled into thinking that because the answers are in front of you, you don't have to
study beforehand. If you spend all your time looking things up, you'll never finish the exam.
Think of the book as a crutch that you can lean on when trouble arises. Prepare the book for
the exam. Highlight important passages. Stick tags in the crucial chapters so that you can
open right to them. This will also help you study more effectively. But, of course, writing in
the book will reduce its resale value.

Here are some hints on how to increase your exam score:

o Pace yourself.

o Always double-check your work before handing it in. You'd be surprised how many
silly mistakes you can make, such as simple errors in arithmetic.

0 Solve the easy problems first and save the harder ones for last.

o Don't give up! Never hand in a blank exam! Show that you made an effort. I once was
clueless in an Applied Algebra exam. I couldn't figure out the first part of a multipart
problem. Rather than give up, I wrote down what I would do if I had been able to solve
the first part of the problem. The professor gave me a 98! I aced the exam!
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CHEAT SHEETS

Sometimes professors will allow you to have "cheat sheets" during an exam. These are sheets
of paper on which you can write formulas, equations, and homework problems. The hidden
agenda behind all of this is that by creating such a sheet you are actually studying the
material. My cheat sheets were the stuff of legend. I crammed an entire semester's worth of
work in the tiniest block lettering onto a single page. Ironically, my cheat sheets became so
good that, when I allowed friends to use them, they sometimes got higher grades than I did!

Tip: To write really small letters you need a very sharp pencil. Never use a mechanical pencil,
because the lead smudges.

PROJELTS

In addition to exams, some courses require you to complete a project, which will comprise a
significant portion of your grade. Usually such a project is assigned for the duration of the
semester. BUT DON'T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO START IT! Remember that most
of your projects will be due the same week, mostly because every professor believes that you
only worry about his or her class! If you don't work on these projects incrementally during the
semester, you probably won't get much sleep the week everything is due!

Also keep in mind that projects can evolve over time. Professors often discover that because of
time, resource availability, or other extraneous factors, certain parts of the project may be
unrealistic to complete in a single semester. Therefore, he or she might change the
requirements on the fly. You should keep up to date with these changes so you don't find
yourself doing extra work and suffering unnecessary stress.

WORKING MTH OTHER STUDENTS

Want to know the worst part of the college experience? Learning to work with your fellow
college students on a project, that's what. This is the reason why professors often make you
work with a lab partner or in a group as part of your semester project.

A group is only as strong as its weakest member. The most common problem with any group
is that inevitably one or more members don't perform his or her fair share of the work. This
means you've got to take up the slack, if you want a decent grade.

Professors claim that you should let them know if a problem arises. Supposedly they want you
to make it clear that the work presented was an equal effort. In fact, some professors go so far
as make you sign a document claiming you did your share. But we don't live in an ideal
world. You shouldn't be surprised if somebody slacks. And if your lab or group partners are
friends, it is very difficult to rat them out. Nobody wants to be known as a snitch.
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Just like the question on a popular game show, "Who is the weakest link?", I've met my
fair share. In lab classes I had my grades undermined by 4.0 students who had superior
book smarts but no common sense. One such moron left me holding the bag about 4:00
a.m. on the day the lab was due. Oh and by the way, with whom did the professor
sympathize? Not with me! After all I wasn't the 4.0 student and darling of the class. I had
to finish the work myself and squeaked out a grade just above passing!

FIBERAL STUDIES LIASSES

THOSE WHO
CAN'T..TEACH

THOSE WHO

CAN'T TEACH:-

SHOULD TEACH
GYM.

EXCUSE. Me )_\
PROFESSOR,
Y HAVE YOU
EVER (ONSIDERED)

TEACHING oYk |

Most freshmen are required to take some sort of general literature class, which covers such
topics as classic literature, philosophy, and ethics. Look at such literature classes as an
opportunity to get a 4.0 in at least one class. This doesn't mean they are "blow-off" affairs, but
unlike most classes, if you put in a decent amount of work you CAN get a top grade.

Professors will give you a set of criteria to evaluate. You will be required to evaluate such
items as plots, characters, and themes. Become familiar with these criteria because they are
likely to be the basis of most papers, discussions, and exam questions. For example, some
professors are so fascinated with the concept of the tragic hero that they seek out this character
in every work of literature they assign.

Pay attention to any passage the professor goes over in class. These are the passages that the
professor feels are important. Familiarize yourself with them so that you can recognize
quotations from them. Write down all related discussions. This material may come in handy
for exams and essay questions.

For classic literature assignments buy both Cliff Notes and Monarch Notes. Use the notes to
review the passages you're currently working on BEFORE classes and quizzes. The notes
are not a substitute for reading the actual material, but they can help you understand
stories and poems written in archaic English. They also outline key plot points.
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